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Commentary: Smart growth in the San
Antonio area is key to water conservation

Drought and intense growth threaten the region's water supply, but water conservation can be
prompted with rebates, xeriscaping and rainwater harvesting. Here, a gauge in New Braunfels
monitors Comal Springs.
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The San Antonio area is growing rapidly, and we should all be

concerned about preserving critical resources, such as water. It

will take all of us to build a sustainable future.

New subdivisions add hundreds of roofs, driveways, streets and

facilities that further hinder the  watershed  abilities of the

Edwards Aquifer.

When shopping areas and neighborhoods are heavily paved or

covered over with impervious materials, rain cannot soak into the

soil, and life-giving water for trees and for recharging aquifers is

lost. Instead, runoff Dlls our streets and drainage system,

and stormwater and pollutants cause new problems. 
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Concrete and asphalt hold heat, and roofs can reFect heat,

magnifying the heat island effect. 

Uncontrollable factors such as the weather and rainfall should be

considered, and extra care must be taken to plan for unexpected

changes.

In arid Texas and the Southwest, most water planners have long
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used rainfall averages tempered by data from the most severe

long-term drought in our recent recorded history, referring to

the the drought of the 1950s. 

You may want to read Texas author Elmer Kelton’s book about

that long, terrible drought, “The Time It  Never Rained.”

Perhaps you’ll want to pass it on to others. We’ve had many

more hot and dry years in the past decade than normal, and

climatologists aren’t forecasting better times.
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As a rule, outdoor water use  is from 40% to 50% of total annual

home use, but some San Antonio-area cities and utilities refuse

to require or even strongly urge water conservation with rebates,

landscaping with native plants, xeriscaping and rainwater

harvesting.

Done properly with education and consistent communication

with residents, smart growth can happen, and our precious
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water resources can be saved. Homes and subdivisions should

utilize native plants and xeriscape designs that are attractive,

easy to maintain and not so susceptible to hard freezes or

droughts.

Home and business owners, as well as parks and public

buildings, can save money and effort with an appropriately

landscaped area. This also can improve our native bird, butterFy

and invertebrate community.

Improved zoning on and above the Edwards Aquifer Recharge

Zone and commonsense development could reduce further poorly

planned growth and protect recharge waters and stormwaters

from pollution.

To become a sustainable, livable, well-planned and managed

urban region, we must address these challenges.

Mike Mecke, a San Antonio native, is a natural resources

manager and water specialist. He retired from San Antonio

Water System and Texas Water Resources Institute.

https://www.edwardsaquifer.net/intro.html
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C82_Dk3jPZZq0MvzO0_wP2M-5-ArIhpKWc_SxnqL9EdzZHhABILvjhyRgyYaAgOSkwBOgAZPdyKACyAEC4AIAqAMByAMIqgSfA0_QwzJz2QEXm1Ix3cqFdEQxAolu4i8N53ZUjcyPREcZgA0QgvoLbWj8eLBLu1f4dk2J11KrGlcqMQQhaOLwMwsB_bA6g1C74L_GetlT-BoOLBGwwWHkjnERLXfaYTy_W5m1PI5LfPQNB0Ssm-hrBYNrq-c_oLwImwQ50xmg80Mg4g7p9X8kWYGkT0rQXtm6PcclbKlqj-2_wYiOFMei84HkMDhhNwB-n5gsNvS79a8FpX8IJRHOnbIW56ceERRztPxfYHM3FV3sfLlWt4YFp0YYF0e4kl6I4l1AEXYcHKy-7MRYna_DSuVL-cs0IcumFBifrfEQh5PeHJb02JjRXDx7psXJysYrC5_ozBnwKKo3hcKdc9loE9kGGX1H0tS0UDHWASA4ZFbyfywIb9hvz0tyijaw-okKwe8DmH2K2ttR-ynHSCoy0Rl2TGA9MpoAPLnsalHD2-nNBhwB2wJw9PebDvDjEOh-x14iMxKB6LHpt1wrRPwfq1aBWZg7tI9Cf1vEuiEQ1kbhlJc1ubZMvOTPqOZyoq0AHdVKA1NVbBzABJvzpfy3BOAEAYgF1f79v0KgBgKAB-6l49sCqAfZtrECqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHr76xAqgH1ckbqAemvhuoB5oGqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHg62xAqgH4L2xAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAtgHAdIIJAiAYRABGB0yAooCOgmAQIDAgICAgAhIvf3BOlj_iPOMkLCEA7EJ4tFivhYTzxeACgOYCwHICwGqDQJVU8gNAeINEwjPxvOMkLCEAxV855QJHdhnDq_YEwzQFQH4FgGAFwE&ae=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI2sn2jJCwhAMVfOeUCR3YZw6vEAEYASAAEgIulvD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSTgAvHhf_MxzGTx9EV-5zfI3ZJfsByZczxNtf5cx8IVTMRTqFI3x0-Rkp0CvnkZf13dEzibEUgMcO1LXadxLHRuQo0E-sSqCfjqZLJgvorhgB&sig=AOD64_0LLmo50bsGZK-7H1sR-Z_83t__YA&client=ca-pub-1301581561755234&rf=5&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=2&adurl=https://www.vivaia.com/promotion/Margot-Maryjane-best-walking-flats-6038.html%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3D17850924885
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