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Historical and projected population growth in Texas 
(1850-2070)



Where is growth happening?

Historical population change 
(2010-2018)

Projected population growth 
(2020-2070)



Projected annual water demand by water use category 
(acre-feet)



Growth-related challenges to 
groundwater management



Water Availability Studies for 
Subdivisions
Model Subdivision Rules

31 Texas Administrative Code Section 364

Texas Water Code Section 35.019
Counties in priority groundwater management area can 
adopt water availability requirements

Local Government Code Sections 212.0101 and 
232.0032

Counties can require groundwater availability certifications 
with platting applications



Groundwater Availability 
Certification for Platting

TCEQ Rules
30 Texas Administrative Code Section 230

For subdivisions using GW
Use if required by municipality/county
Form to certify adequate GW available
Provide copies to TWDB and applicable GCD

What’s required? Is it sufficient?



Limitations of districts and 
counties



What can districts and 
counties do?
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