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BRUSH COUNTRY GROUNDWATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP)
LEGISLATIVE SERVICES


1.	GENERAL INFORMATION

1.1	Introduction

The Brush Country Groundwater Conservation District (District) is a groundwater conservation district created by the Texas Legislature in 2009.  The District’s mandate is to conserve, protect, and enhance all groundwater resources within portions of Jim Hogg, Jim Wells, Brooks, and Hidalgo Counties, Texas, pursuant to Chapter 36 of the Texas Water Code, Chapter 8852 Texas Special Local Laws Code (the District’s enabling act), and other applicable laws of the State of Texas.

The District’s enabling act provides the District with special authority regarding the export of water outside the District. The District desires to maintain this authority. The District’s groundwater resources include brackish groundwater. The District believes that brackish groundwater should not be deregulated and should be governed under existing provisions of Water Code Chapter 36.   

1.2	Purpose

The purpose of this Request for Proposals (RFP) is to request proposals from qualified parties (Respondent) regarding their recommended approach and qualifications for supporting the District in its legislative efforts during the 86th Legislative Session. The RFP does not seek assistance during the non-legislative years. The services would commence December 1, 2018 through and concluding at the end of the Regular Session of the 86th Texas Legislature and the time period for gubernatorial action on bills. The proposal considered responsive by the District will be used to identify a preferred Respondent for the purposes of negotiating agreement terms between the District and the preferred Respondent. This procurement is made in accordance with the Texas Professional Services Procurement Act.


2.	SCOPE OF SERVICES

The following services will be required:

1.	Protect the existing authority of the District as expressed in Chapter 36 and its enabling act with specific attention to brackish groundwater regulation and groundwater export;

2.	Assist and meet with the General Manager, Directors and general counsel prior to and during the 86th Legislative Session as needed to develop a legislative agenda that addresses the District’s issues;

3.	To represent and serve as principal legislative liaison for the District in all matters before the Texas legislature which pertain to the operations and the goals of the District;

4.	Identify bills of concern to the District and assist in developing the District position on those issues;

5.	To monitor the progress of legislation pending before the Legislature identified as relevant to the District through all stages of the legislative process;

6.	To draft and manage legislation; provide copies of bills and amendments, committee reports, and other information reasonably available, which may be pertinent to the District’s interest; 

7.	To develop a proactive plan of action with the District to advance the passage of legislation supported by the District and to promote the defeat of legislation opposed by the District;

8.	To work jointly with the District in the coordination of lobbying efforts including coordinating any meetings with legislators or state officials;

9.	During the legislative session prepare weekly email updates reporting on the status of legislation affecting the District; prepare summary of specific issues as needed, and prepare end-of-session summary of actions taken by the Legislature;

10.	To attend and testify before legislative committees on bills of interest as requested; assist in preparing testimony by the District as required;

11.	To meet with and maintain communication though personal contact and written correspondence with legislative leadership and staff of the Texas House and Senate on legislative matters pertinent to the District;

12.	To attend the District meetings as requested when legislative matters are discussed.  A minimum of in-person attendance at one meeting a session will be required of the Respondent;

13.	To maintain compliance with all statutes governing the activities of lobbyist and lobbying; and,

14.	 Conduct a post-session presentation for the Board of Directors.

	



3.	QUALIFICATIONS SUBMITTAL

3.1	Format and Content

Responses to this RFP should be submitted on 8.5 by 11-inch paper bound securely.  Submissions must contain, and be organized, as shown below.  Each section should be separated by tabs.

1.	Cover clearly displaying the title of the RFP;

2.	Table of Contents;

3.	An introductory letter to include name and contact information;

4.	General statement of qualifications;

5.	Key personnel proposed to be assigned to the project described herein including:  appropriate state registrations and licenses;

6.	Statement of the qualifications of the team, including work experience and resumes;

7.	Description of previous work in South Texas including the availability and efficiency of meeting with the District during the session;

8.	Registrations, licenses, and certifications;

9.	Description of previous work similar to the request, including a list of comparable clients where similar services have been provided, with dates services were provided and contact information;

10.	List of at least three (3) references;

11.	A list of any clients with whom work for the District may present a conflict of interest; and,

12.	A statement certifying that the respondent and/or his/her firm is not aware of any existing conflicts of interest with the District or its Board of Directors, including the filing of any statements required under Chapter 176, Local Government Code.


Please note that in accordance with Section 2254.004 of the Texas Government Code, submittals must NOT include any cost quotations at this stage in the selection process.  Any submittals that include cost quotations will be rejected upon receipt.

3.2	Submittal Process

Interested parties are to submit one (1) original and six (6) copies of statements to be RECEIVED BY the District no later than 5:00 p.m., _November 13, 2018____________, in accordance with either delivery method provided below.

In-Person Delivery: 					Mail Delivery: 

Brush Country GCD					Brush Country GCD
	Attn: Felix Saenz					Attn: Felix Saenz
	732 West Rice	 Street	                              732 West Rice
	Falfurrias, TX  78355				P.O. Box 136
								Falfurrias, TX  78355
	

NO FACSIMILES WILL BE ACCEPTED.

Upon receipt by the District, each statement will be stamped with the date and time received and stored unopened in a secure place until the statement opening.  All statements become the property of the District, which will hold the contents of all statements confidential until an award is made.

Statements received after the time set for the opening will be declared late and not eligible for opening and consideration.  The District is not responsible for mail, courier, or other delivery methods, in-transit time or non-delivery.  Late deliveries will be held unopened.  Potential firms will be advised by mail that their statement was late and not accepted and will be allowed to pick up their statement package.

3.3	Basis of Selection

Selection of a Respondent shall be in accordance with Section 36.057(c) of the Texas Water Code, and the Professional Services Procurement Act, Subchapter A, Chapter 2254, Texas Government Code.

The District may require additional information after the review of the initial information received.   The District reserves the right to reject any and all submittals and does not guarantee a contract will be awarded.  All costs associated with the preparation of the statements of qualifications, site visits, presentations, and any other costs are the responsibility of the submitting respondents.


3.4	Evaluation Methodology

	Criteria for Evaluation 


The District will determine, in its sole discretion, the Respondent or Respondents best qualified to perform the required services, based on the following criteria:

a.	Demonstrated recent successful experience in legislative affairs and in state legislative consulting services for groundwater conservation districts, other governmental entities, comparable entities or similar projects, including work in South Texas. 40 points

b.	Experience and qualifications of team member(s) directly involved in the project. Confirmation of access to state legislators and staff and success in coordinating face-to-face interactions for clients. 35 points.

c.	Favorable references and written confirmation/examples of legislative success for clients.  20 points.

d.	Minimal or no conflicts of interests. 5 points.

	Acceptance of Evaluation Methodology


By submitting a Response to this RFP, the Respondent: (a) acknowledges and accepts the evaluation process; and (b) understands that the determination of the most qualified respondent will require the exercise of subjective judgment by the District. 

Award

The Respondent shall be selected by the District on the basis of demonstrated competence and qualifications to perform the services, as herein provided.  The District may utilize a Committee of the Board to screen and select one or more finalists. The Committee may conduct in person or phone interviews. The Board may interview one or more finalist at its November 27, 2018 Board meeting. Final selection of a firm will be made by the District’s Board of Directors. After the respondent is selected by the District, the Parties will endeavor to enter into a final agreement. 

Please direct any inquiries regarding this solicitation to Mr. Felix Saenz, General Manager of the District, by telephone at (361) 325-5093, or by email at generalmanager@brushcountrygcd.com.

IN SUBMITTING A RESPONSE TO THIS RFQ, THE RESPONDENT AGREES THAT IT WAIVES ANY CLAIMS IT HAS OR MAY HAVE AGAINST THE DISTRICT, THE DISTRICT’S EMPLOYEES, OFFICERS, AGENTS, REPRESENTATIVES, AND THE MEMBERS OF THE DISTRICT’S GOVERNING BODY IN CONNECTION WITH OR ARISING OUT OF THIS RFQ, INCLUDING, THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE RFP, THE BASIS FOR SELECTION, THE EVALUATIONS OF THE RESPONSES, THE METHOD USED FOR SELECTION AND ANY DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION REGARDING THE RESPONSES OR EVALUATIONS.  THE SUBMISSION OF A RESPONSE CONSTITUTES THE ACCEPTANCE BY THE RESPONDENT OF THE EVALUATION TECHNIQUE DESCRIBED IN THIS RFP.

END OF INSTRUCTIONS


